
Biochemistry I. for 2nd year Pharmacy students  
2012/13 Academic Year, Spring Semester 

 
 
Neptun code: GYOBIBIKE1A 
Credit points: 3 
Lecturer: Dr. Attila Ambrus, Ph.D., assistant professor  
Teaching secretary: Dr. Erzsébet Tóth, associate lecturer 

 
Prerequisites for registration to Biochemistry I: successful examination from 

Biology II, Biophysics II, and Organic Chemistry I. 
 
Weekly schedule for 14 weeks:  
Lectures: 3X45 min (2X45 min + 1X45 min) 
 
Major topics of Biochemistry I: protein structure; enzymology; bioenergetics; 

carbohydrate-, lipid-, amino acid and nucleotide metabolisms; biotransformation 
 
Midterms: 
Students have a choice of writing two elective midterms, in the middle and at the end 
of the semester in extra time, from the materials covered in the lectures. Both 
midterms will consist of 5 questions given by the lecturers. Questions may include 
short assays, structure formulae (from the structure list) and solving problems. In 
each midterm a total of 50 points can be collected. 85 to100 points from the two 
midterms together entitles the student to get the mark of 5 (excellent) as the 
semifinal exam grade. For 70 to 84 points, we offer the mark of 4 (good) as the 
semifinal exam grade, although, these students have a choice to still take the written 
semifinal exam to improve to the excellent grade. However, such students have to 
accept the mark they get at the semifinal exam, even if it is worse than the good 
mark (including fail). Both midterms may also be taken at a later date, in the time 
frame of the following two weeks, for those students who were incapacitated at the 
times of the original dates (we require though some kind of official proof of the 
incapacitation, e.g. about hospitalization or doctoral appointment). Midterms cannot 
be retaken. Registration is necessary to the Midterms at the previous lecture, but not 
showing up after all at the Midterm has no consequences.  
 
Requirements for registration and signature for completion: 
Students can register to Biochemistry I if they possess successful examinations from 
all the prerequisite subjects. Students transferring from any other University may 
register, too, if their previous education history qualifies them to do that; the decision 
is the exclusive right of the Lecturer of Biochemistry. The possibility of acceptance of 
a previous completion and/or a mark of any Biochemistry courses taken at another 
University will also be examined by the Lecturer and will be decided on the basis of 
the student’s official credentials (only original and authorized paperwork will be 
accepted) and the similarities between curricula in question. ERASMUS students 
may also register if they have completed the prerequisite subjects of Semmelweis 
University in their home institutions. 
It is obligatory to attend the lectures, students have to sign the attendance sheets 
each occasion. 3 absences are allowed. If somebody has 4 or more absences from 



the lectures, we can not acknowledge her/his semester. We do not need any 
document because of the absence. 
 
Semifinal exam: 

The semifinal exam is a written one and is similar to the midterms: assays, formulae, 
and solving problems. Students should answer 5 to10 questions in 2 hours.  
 
0-19 fail 
20-27 satisfactory 
28-34 fair 
35-42 good 
43-50 excellent 
 
Results will be published on the departmental board and in the Neptun system on the 
same or the following day. Modifying exam date is free in Neptun, but only a day 
before the exam. In case a student does not come to the exam, but brings a 
justification for the absence in 3 days, we withdraw the name from the official exam 
list; otherwise the „absent from the exam” note will get to the index book. This lowers 
the number of available exam dates for the student. Retake of a failed exam or 
reparation of a passed exam is possible only after 3 days. There is an extension 
week of the examination period which is exclusively for retakes of failed exams (as 
for any other subjects at the University). 
 
Recommended materials to study: 

In the midterms and the exams we ask only the lecture material back. Please, use 
the lecture slides available from our website together with your lecture notes. The 
official text book of the course is Stryer: Biochemistry, 6th edition. Almost all lectures 
are using this textbook throughout the year; most of the figures in the lecture slides 
are also from this book. If a student is interested in Biochemistry in more details than 
it is asked at the exams, he or she is advised to also buy and use the supporting 
materials (including the website) of this textbook.  


